Standard Schnauzer
Club Of
Northern California

2010 SSCNC

Executive Board

PRESIDENT
Mark Allen

FIRST
VICE - PRESIDENT
Kim Lemke

SECOND
VICE - PRESIDENT
Linda Adiletti

TREASURER
John Michelmore

SECRETARY
Rene A. Nunzir

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE
Rhonda Davis
Kim Studley

STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIR
PERSONS
Rescue Chair
Dottie Michelmore

Committees
Legislative Watch
Web Site
Fun Day
Education

Inside this issue:

SSCNC 2010 Board Introduction

N

SSCNC Member News 2

The Outside World—PETA & HSUS 3

New Product Review / Herding 4
Photos from IT Event

2010—So-Cal SpecialtyPlans 5

SSCA—News from the National 5

2010—SSCNC SpecialtyPlans/ 6
Time for a Change?

Fun Run / Dog Genes helping with
Human Disease Research 7

Volume 2010 : Issue 1

The Year in Review

We are thrilled to be the home of so many fine
dogs who represent our breed so well in the
various venues that our dogs excel in; from
herding and obedience to conformation,
Search and Rescue (SAR) and Therapy work.
For all the accomplishments for our local club
members in 2010....well done!!!!

*kk k¥k*%

The responsible dog owners throughout the
State have again (at least temporarily) de-
feated legislation that mandated Spay and
Neutering of animals in their custody/care.
(SB250). Additionally the Governor refused to
sign AB241 which would have limited the
number of breeding dogs a person could
have—commenting that the bill placed an arbi-
trary cap number. Once again responsible dog
owners rallied to the idea that “it is about the
quality—not the quantity”.

The fight to protect any of our pet owning
rights needs to be vigilantly watched at the
City and County levels.  Poor regulations on
Rescue Groups, Breed Specific Bans (BSL),
Mandatory Spay and Neuter (MSN) and the
enforcement of the loosely bandied about

term “Puppy Mill” continues to creep into
our City and County board hearing rooms.

*k%k Kkk%

2008 and 2009 were huge years for pup-
pies and breeding for our club members,
which was reflected in our double digit
entries in Puppy Sweeps in the California
Specialties this last October. Nor-Cal
dogs earned a total of Ten Conformation
titles, Three Herding titles, and Eight
Companion titles. We also are home to
several of the Nationally Ranked Stan-
dard Schnauzers with:

CH Charisma Maxim Von Diable (Max)
owned by John & Linda Adiletti

CH Cortaillod Quinta Do Portal (Porto)
owned by Alex and Galena Bordetsky

CH Goarrhein Chateau Palos Shiraz
RN TD PT, (Raz)
owned by Don & May Lou Just
and Harv & Liz Mohrenweiser

Meet the 2010 SSCNC Board

President: Mark Allen and
partner, Don Dalton are
passionate Owner/
Handlers of several Stan-
dard Schnauzers in both

from their first litter in the
Bred-by classes and won the
Best Bred By class at Eu-
kanuba this last December.

After successfully navigating
the Conformation rings in
2009, Kim and Jack are
embarking on their Perform-
ance training.

First Vice President: Kim

color schemes. They
breed under the Wunder-
kind Schnauzers kennel
name and are active in
Conformation, Obedience
and Rally sports. They
recently finished two pups

years of horse

Lemke comes to Standard
Schnauzers from Labs and
riding and
showing. She and her dog,
Jack, have trekked all the
local dog trails and vistas and
enjoy the great outdoors.

Second Vice President:
Linda Adiletti returns for
her second term as 2nd VP
and Specialty Chair. She
and husband, John, own
Sadie and Max—both top SS
in the national rankings in
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Executive Board
Contact

Information

PRESIDENT
Mark Allen
Telephone: 916-924-9336
Email:
MARK@wunderkindschnauzers.com

FIRST
VICE - PRESIDENT
Kim Lemke
Telephone: 925-426-8114
Email
CDAH@comcast.net

SECOND
VICE - PRESIDENT
Linda Adiletti
Telephone: 925-648-1855
Email
LADILETTI@aol.com

TREASURER
John Michelmore
Telephone: 916-978-0289
Email
DMMICHE@pacbell.net

SECRETARY
Rene A. Nunzir
Telephone: 925-449-4659
Email
NUNZIRR@peoplepc.com

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE
Rhonda Davis
Telephone: 925-736-1936
Email
RHONDADAVIS@sbcglobal.net

*kk

Kim Studley
Telephone: 209-605-7621
Email:
ALWAYSSTUDLEY @gmail.com

Rescue Chair
Dottie Michelmore
Telephone: 916-978-0289
E-Mail
DMMICHE@pacbell.net

Committee Chairs
Fun Day—Kim Studley
Specialty—Linda Adiletti
Legislative—Mary Lou Just

The Stripper
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News — On, For or About our Members

Congratulations to Rich and
Nanci Menise and a healthy
litter of four out of their Harper.
The three girls and one boy are
doing well and have wonderful
homes awaiting them.

*kk kk%k

Current SSCNC Membership
Applications. Applicants are
reminded that they need to
attend at least TWO SSCNC
Functions within One Year of
their Application as part of the
Membership Application Proc-
ess and need two SSCNC Mem-
ber to sign the application.

The 2010 SSCNC Event Calen-
dar is being finalized and will
be sent out as soon as the
details are ironed out.

Pending Applicants from 2009

Gail Barton - Mill Valley
James & Chris Berney - Lincoln

David and Judy Gibbs - San
Luis Obispo (need their 2nd
SSCNC event)

Leslie Shelby - Lafayette

Ready for Membership Vote at
the Next Members’ Meeting

Don & Doris Morse - Fair

Oaks

*k %k kkk kX%

Lots of good news from the
Schnauzer Ring at the San
Mateo Cluster between the
Christmas and New Year's
Holidays:

Congratulations to Kim and
Lonnie Studley on finishing
Finn's championship.  Finn
finished from the 9-12 month
class with all Majors and is
officially Ch. Blackhawk Fin-
negan’s Wake.

Congratulations to Don and
Doris Morse for garnering
both majors on their boy,
Max, from the 6-9 month
puppy classes.

And congratulations to Vince
Schantz on a third Major for
his girl, Carrie, who is almost
a Champion.

*xkk kkk kk%x

Welcome new SSCNC mem-
bers (actually returning mem-
bers) Jackie Skarlew and
Judy Warden of Lincoln. We
hope to see them at some of

The 2010 Executive Board (cont)

recent years.

Treasurer: __John Michelmore
John and wife Dottie are long
time Standard Schnauzer own-
ers and active in tracking and
SAR and Therapy Dog volun-
teering. Besides 2 SS, they
have a rescued poodle (who
herds) and family cats. John
brings his professional exper-
tise to the position of Treasurer
for a second term.

Secretary: Rene Nunzir This is
Rene’s 3rd stint as Secretary
and an untold number of years
on the Board. She has been
involved with schnauzers of one
size or another for 30+ years
and owns Keygolde kennels.

Members-At-Large:

Rhonda Davis has served as
President and a Member-at-
large for the last five years.
She, and husband, Paul, have

our fun events in 2010.

*kk kkk k*k%k

Summary of Board Meeting
from December 27, 2009

Mary Lou Just has accepted
the President’s request that
she be the SSCNC Legislative
Liaison.

No incoming correspon-
dences. AKC and the SSCA
have been sent the new Ex-
ecutive Board contact infor-
mation for their records

Treasurer’s Summary:

Checking Account Balance:
$11,786.42

Rescue Fund Balance:

$3,834.16

Kim Lemke has agreed to
Chair the Trophy Committee
for the Specialty.

Fun Day / Education Commit-
tee Chair is Kim Studley.
Detailed plans will be forth-
coming from the committee.

The Board is reviewing Web
Site design and will be mak-
ing recommendations.

been involved with the breed
for +/- 30 years and breed un-
der the Blackhawk kennel
name.

Kim Studley joins the board as
a first time Member-at-Large.
She and husband, Lonnie, have
a background in horses. Kim
finished her girl, Lana, and they
are embarking on a perform-
ance career. Second SS, Finn,
recently finished up his CH. in
Conformation.
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The Outside World (Educational Opportunities, the AKC, Dog Health and Safety)

PETA—Who and What is
this Group ....

PETA president and co-founder
Ingrid Newkirk has described
her group’s overall goal as
“total animal liberation.” This
means the complete abolition
of meat, milk, cheese, eggs,
honey, zoos, aquariums, cir-
cuses, wool, leather, fur, silk,
hunting, fishing, and pet owner-
ship.

PETA has given tens of thou-
sands of dollars to convicted
arsonists and other violent
criminals. This includes a 2001
donation of $1,500 to the
North American Earth Libera-
tion Front (ELF), an FBI-certified
“domestic terrorist” group re-
sponsible for dozens of fire-
bombs and death threats. Dur-
ing the 1990s, PETA paid
$70,200 to Rodney Coronado,
an Animal Liberation Front
(ALF) serial arsonist convicted
of burning down a Michigan
State University research labo-
ratory. In his sentencing memo-
randum, a federal prosecutor
implicated PETA president
Ingrid Newkirk in that crime.
PETA vegetarian campaign
coordinator Bruce Friedrich has
also told an animal rights con-
vention that “blowing stuff up
and smashing windows” is “a
great way to bring about animal
liberation,” adding, “Hallelujah
to the people who are willing to
doit.”

PETA activists regularly target
children as young as six years
old with anti-meat and anti-milk
propaganda, even waiting out-
side their schools to intercept
them without notifying their
parents. One piece of kid-
targeted PETA literature tells
small children: “Your Mommy
Kills Animals!” PETA brags that
its messages reach over 1.2
million minor children, includ-
ing 30,000 kids between the
ages of 6 and 12, all con-

tacted by e-mail without paren-
tal supervision. One PETA vice
president told the Fox News
Channel’s audience: “Our cam-
paigns are always geared to-
wards children, and they al-
ways will be.”

PETA’s president has said that
“even if animal research re-
sulted in a cure for AIDS, we
would be against it.” And PETA
has repeatedly attacked re-
search foundations like the
March of Dimes, the Pediatric
AIDS Foundation, and the
American Cancer Society, solely
because they support animal-
based research aimed at curing
life-threatening diseases and
birth defects. PETA helped to
start and manage a quasi-
medical front group, the mis-
named Physicians Committee
for Responsible Medicine, to
attack medical research head-
on—including recent fire bomb-
ings in Santa Cruz (2009).

According to government docu-
ments, PETA employees have
killed more than 19,200 dogs,
cats, puppies, and kittens since
1998. This behavior continues
despite PETA’s moralizing
about the “unethical” treat-
ment of animals by farmers,
scientists, restaurant owners,
circuses, hunters, fishermen,
zookeepers, and countless
other Americans. PETA puts to
death over 90 percent of the
animals it accepts from mem-
bers of the public who expect
the group to make a reason-
able attempt to find them adop-
tive homes. PETA holds abso-
lutely no open-adoption shelter
hours at its Norfolk, VA head-
quarters, choosing instead to
spend part of its $32 million
annual income on a contract
with a crematory service to
periodically empty hundreds of
animal bodies from its large
walk-in freezer.

A glimpse into the

Humane Society of the
U.S (HSUS) ....

Despite the words “humane
society” on its letterhead,
the Humane Society of the
United States (HSUS) is not
affiliated with your local
animal shelter. Despite the
omnipresent dogs and cats
in its fundraising materials,
it's not an organization that
runs spay/neuter programs
or takes in stray, neglected,
and abused pets. And de-
spite the common image of
animal protection agencies
as cash-strapped organizations
dedicated to animal welfare,
HSUS has become the wealthi-
est animal rights organization
on earth.

While most local animal shel-
ters are under-funded and un-
sung, HSUS has accumulated
$113 million in assets and built
a recognizable brand by capital-
izing on the confusion its very
name provokes. This misdirec-
tion results in an irony of which
most animal lovers are un-
aware: HSUS raises enough
money to finance animal shel-
ters in every single state, with
money to spare, yet it doesn’t
operate a single one anywhere.

HSUS is a multinational con-
glomerate with ten regional
offices in the United States and
a special Hollywood Office that
promotes and monitors the
media’s coverage of animal-
rights issues. It includes a huge
web of organizations, affiliates,
and subsidiaries. Some are
nonprofit, tax-exempt
“charities,” while others are for-
profit taxable corporations,
which don’t have to divulge
anything about their financial
dealings.
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Some great websites to
verify your charity and
how they spend your
donation money are:

IAOP
(International Association of
Philanthropists)

http://
www.charitywatch.org/
criteria.html

Better Business Bureau
(http://www.bbb.org/)

and

Your State’s IRS web
site
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Photos of the Herding Semi-
nar and Instinct test from
November 2009 featuring

SSCNC Dogs

Thank you SSCNC Member,

Christine Dunn for sharing

these shots

New Product Tested well with my Schnauzers.
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Owning three active Standard Schnauzers, and
working full time, it is sometimes hard to find
activities to keep them (and I) from going stir
crazy in the house during those raining days
and nights.

| have tried the multitude of chewing treats for
my dogs over the years: the stinky Bully sticks
and cow hooves, curly cues of tendons and
tracheas, ears of every animal imaginable and
the occasional horn and antler product.
Tastes from Swine to Vegetable have graced
the doggy pantry over the years.

The old man, Senate, he’ll eat just about any
treat set before him in record time—except
those plastic and rubber things like Kongs and
Nylabones (but then those have never been
popular with the pups in this house). Anyway,
Senate as a test dog for new treats is hardly a
finicky participant in these new treat experi-
ments.

Tank would rather play with a tennis ball, but
does enjoy the short term cow or pork based
chewing treat. We call them Puppy Pork Rinds
for lack of a better descriptions.

Irene, she is the Queen and pooh-poohs (not
literally) most chewing treats, preferring a
good cookie to most anything that is not wholly
consumable in less than 10 seconds.

| recently tried the Himalayan Dog Chews for
their “Santa Paws” treat on Christmas Eve and
the choir of Angels they did erupt as three
dogs took to these tasty (albeit not cheap)
imported treats.

It took Senate several hours to work through
his medium sized chew and Tank and Irene
were still going strong with their medium
treats on Christmas day... definitely not shar-
ing with Senate, regardless of how sneaky he
was with the bait and switch offerings of a toy
for their chewy.

Finding what could be described as K9 chew-
ing Nirvana required further investigation into
these items and what made them so special in
this abode.

Off to the internet we went ... where | found
that the literature was consistent with what |
saw with my dogs — it takes a lot of effort to
chew down this treat into very small pieces Vs
chunks that other chews can produce with a
voracious chewer. The treats wear down in
pieces the size of shredded cheese.

So what is the Himalayan Dog Chew?

“Chiurpi,” as it is called in Nepal, is made by boiling
yak and cow milk with a mild citric-acid additive
that separates the curds. The curds are then
packed tightly into sticks and dried for weeks. The
result is a long-lasting chew treat for dogs.

In Nepal, the cheese comes from an ancient recipe
that is used by the locals to create a long-lasting
snack that they can slowly work in their mouths
while they are working in the fields.

It is a kind of preserved cheese. They are made
from yak and cow’s milk, a little salt and a little
lime juice (citric-acid). They are all natural and have
no chemicals or preservatives and have been
tested and approved for import into the U.S. as
safe for animal consumption. The level of salt is
small and used only for stabilizing.

Ingredients
Yak and Cow Milk. Salt and Lime Juice.

Protein 52.6 %. Fat 0.9 %. Ash Food 6.0 %. Mois-
ture 10.2 %.

Cost
Small $8.99—%$9.99
(usually 3 pieces per pack)
Medium 1 piece $6.89—$8.69
Large 1 piece $6.89—$12.49

As with all treats, owners should review the
literature with their veterinarian and intro-
duce slowly. Especially if your dog has any
health issues or sensitivity for food items or
is prone to not chewing his/her food before
swallowing.

By Rene Nunzir
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2010 ... Quick Glance— Specialties

Standard Schnauzer
Club of Southern
California
Summer-fest is a little later
this year — July 9th
through the 11th

At Seaside Park--By the
Beach--Ventura, California

Friday, July 9: Channel Cities
Kennel Club

Saturday, July 10: Santa
Maria Kennel Club

Sunday, July 11: Ventura Dog
Fanciers Association

Three Days of All Breed

Conformation/Obedience &
Rally Competitions

All Breed Shows Judging
Panels are Pending

Superintendent
Jack Bradshaw, Supt

www.jbradshaw.com
(all events)

*kk  kkk  kkk

SSCSC Specialty is
Sunday, July 11, 2010
and is
held in conjunction with the
Ventura County Dog Fanciers
Association’s All Breed
Shows

Specialty Judges
Mr. Charles Trotter
Regular Classes

Ms Marissa L. O'Connor,
Sweepstakes

SSCSC Awards Banquet
Saturday, July 10th

Host Hotel
Residence Inn by Marriot
Oxnard River Ridge
2101 West Vineyard Ave.
Oxnard, California 93036
Phone: 1-805-278-2200
Web-Site
http://www.marriott.com/
hotels/travel/oxrri-residence-
inn-oxnard-river-ridge/

The Standard Schnauzer Club of America (AKA: The National Club or SSCA)

EMEMBER

SSCA National
RED, WHITE & U

Host Hotel

LaQuinta Inn
505 Brock Drive

Bloomington, IL 61701
(309) 828-6000
(Approximately 1 mile from
the show site)

There is a one time $10 dog
cleaning charge for each
room with dogs.

Single King rooms
$59.99 + tax

Double (2 double beds)
rooms

$69.99 + tax
Jacuzzi hot tub Suite

$129.99 + tax

These rates are available
beginning on Wednesday,
May 26 thru Monday, May 31,
2010

The |Interstate Center , lo-
cated at 2301 West Market
Street, Bloomington, IL

will be the site of the 2010
National Specialty. We will
have our own building with
showers, a dog wash area,
and hospitality area. It is less
than 5 minutes to the La
Quinta (the host hotel) plus
stores and restaurants. Ad-
vanced reserved RV parking
will be thru the cluster. There
is a dump station available on
site. This will be a casual
weekend with lots of fun and
games as well as education
and shows. All doggy events
in one location.

Wednesday, May 26th:
SSCA Board Meeting

Thursday, May 27th: Herding
Trial and Tests and ALSO a
Tracking Workshop

Friday, May 28th: Heartland
SS Specialty, CGC Test, and
Educational Seminar by Clau-
dia Orlandi, on Practical Ca-
nine Anatomy. For anyone
who has not heard Dr Orlandi,
she is an EXCELLENT
speaker and not to be missed.
Her website is: ABC's of Dog
Breeding

Saturday, May 29th: National
Specialty to include Parade,
Rally, Agility, Obedience,
CERF testing, puppy match,
Annual Meeting

Sunday, May 30th: Prairie-
land SS Specialty with Rally,
Agility and Obedience and the
Annual Awards Banquet.

Monday, May 31st: Supported
Entries at All-Breed events

Page 5

The SSCSC Web will have
updated information as it be-
comes available so check
back often.

SSCSC Website:
WWW.SSCSC.cOm

2010 National Web Site

is Up

www.ssca2010national.com/
contacts.htm

Contact David Blegen about
specific trophy sponsorship.

Herding Event Chair: Diana
Barber phone (812) 402 9662
or email iron-
dogs@earthlink.net

Tracking Workshop Contact:
Mary Lou Just Limited to 20
dogs.

Send catalog ads to Kathi
Dvorak
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Harvest Moon Classic

Standard Schnauzer Club
( of Northern California

Silhouette Logo #1

Standard Schnauzer
Club Of
Morthers Califorsis

2 Schnauzer Logo #2

The Stripper

SSCNC Specialty Preparation is Upon Us

Mark your Calendars

2010 SSCNC SPECIALTY is
Saturday, October 23, 2010
Pleasanton Fairgrounds.

Conformation Judge

Ms. Virginia Lyne

Sweeps Judge
Ms. Bert Rettick

Skyline KC and Del Valle KC
have joined forces in 2010 to
host the Harvest Moon Clas-
sic the weekend of our Spe-
cialty.

Rather than the assorted Spe-
cialties kicking off the week-
end, we will have Specialties
creating a bridge between the
two All Breed events.

We will have FOUR DAYS of
All-Breed Obedience, Rally,
and Agility. There will be
FIVE DAYS of Conformation
events—ALL AT ONE
VENUE

The SSCNC Club will con-
tinue to have their show
ground amenities, including
reserving of grooming spaces,
the gazebo, ring side hospital-
ity rig and the same ring for
Conformation for all five days.

In addition .. We will have the
Obedience and Rally trialing
indoors. We will be offering a
super Supported Entry on
Friday for all Performance
Events (Rally, Obedience and
Agility) for all our Standard
Schnauzers who enter these
events in the Skyline Show or
the Agility events. Friday is in
lieu of Obedience and Rally
offered with our Specialty on
Saturday... No more dewy
morning grass or afternoon
sun baking with our Specialty.

Our Host Hotel is again the
Hilton in Pleasanton and they
have given us a wonderful
room rate of $69.00/night for
single occupancy. We will
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also have held our Saturday
dinner.

Show Contacts
Show Chair: Linda Adiletti

Performance Chair: Melinda

Eaton
Trophy Chair: Kim Lemke

Saturday Dinner: Rhonda

Davis

Advertising/Catalog Chair:
Rene Nunzir

Treasurer: John Michelmore

Judges Liasion:

Wade

Marjorie

Morning Hospitality: Louanne
and Jerry Quilici

Stay tuned for more informa-
tion regarding the All Breed
events and our Specialty
planning and events.

SSCNC Logo .... Is it Time for an Update ?2???

The Board members have been
approached by several club
members regarding updating our
Club Logo.

The general thoughts of these
members is that they would like
to adopt the logo from 2008
Specialty with the two standard
schnauzers and the Golden Gate
Bridge in the background. They
feel that the one black and one
salt and pepper schnauzer and
the geographic association of the
Golden Gate Bridge to the Bay
Area and Northern California,
better reflects the Nor-Cal club at
this time.

We have written permission by
the artist, Beth Babos, to use the
2 schnauzer/Bridge Logo in the

future so long as it is not used for
fund raising efforts—meaning
we could not sell T-Shirts or
Mugs with this Logo. Also that
we acknowledge her as Artist in
the reproductions.

Because the “logo” belongs to all
the Club Members, the Board
would like to solicit opinions on
the matter BEFORE making any
decisions or taking the issue
before the Membership.

If there are club members who
know the history of the current
silhouette Schnauzer Logo, we
would love to have that informa-
tion to share. We seem to be at a
crucial time with the club history
when we need to take time to
write down our history and how

we got to where we are today for
those who will come into the
club in the future. We really do
need for some of our long time
club members to share the his-
tory with current members so it
is not lost forever.

Please send your written opinion
and/or _historical _information
about Nor-Cal Club to KIM
LEMKE at 7833 Flagstone Drive
Pleasanton, CA. 94588-4215.

You can view each Logo on the
Left Column of this Article.

Current Logo 1: Silhouette

Proposed Logo 2: 2 Schnauzer
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The Schnauzer Shuffle

SSCNC Member, Judy Geor-
geson and her Std. Schnau-
zer, Baron, are rallying the
local Schnauzers and their
humans to get fit in 2010.

Judy is organizing an SSCNC
Club Run on October 9, 2010
through an organization called
“Run Dog Run”. The run will
take place in Santa Cruz. As
Judy says, as luck would have
it there will be several runs in
California for the first time this
year !

Judy as the Team Captain and
has already recruited 12
SSCNC Members and their-
dogs to participate in a rare
Human and Dog Run
She is working with a local
artist / silk screener to come
up with SSCNC Schnauzer
regalia for the October foot n
paw jaunt.

The Santa Cruz event is a run/
walk event and any speed and
fithess level can sign up to be
a member of the Nor-Cal Stan-
dard Schnauzer “team”.

The “Run Dog Run” event in
October does have a $50 reg-
istration fee for dog and hu-
man team, which is on par for
the going run registration mar-
ket, for such events.

Santa Cruz, its only a 5k about
3 mi. You can go at your own
speed and the best part is its
with our dogs.  Young or old,
slow or fast, it doesn't matter!
It would be great to have a big
showing of our beautiful
Schnauzers, have fun and get
fit all at the same time.

If you are interested in joing
the SSCNC fun Run in Octo-
ber, Contact Judy at
red55truck@yahoo.com to
sign up for the team. There
are SSCNC Members in the
Sacramento and the East Bay

locales who are already out
there walking and welcome
additional bodies.

As Roxie says ... Let's Go

Team Schnauzers !!!
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Dog genes may hold secrets to human disease

Scientists scouring the ge-
nome to better understand
complex human diseases are
looking to an unlikely ally for
guidance: our pets.

Dogs have been an integral
part of human life for centu-
ries. It is precisely because of
that intertwined history that
dogs are a potentially power-
ful tool for researchers seek-
ing the genetic roots of every-
thing from psychiatric disor-
ders to cancer - just two of
the ailments that are similar
in both humans and dogs.

Last month, scientists study-
ing Doberman pinschers with
a compulsive behavior disor-
der similar to human obses-
sive-compulsive disorder
found a gene associated with
the condition. The genetic hit
is now being followed by
other researchers, who are
studying the same gene in
human patients with OCD, in
hopes the clue from man’s
best friend may help explain
the disease in people.

“This is exactly where we
were hoping to get to,” said
Elinor Karlsson, a postdoc-
toral fellow at the Broad Insti-
tute, a genetics research
center in Cambridge, and
coauthor of a paper on the
subject. “This is taking a dis-
ease that people have had a
lot of trouble working with in

humans, that seems to be a
multigenic and complex psy-
chiatric disease, and using a
dog breed to look at some-
thing completely new about
that disease - something we
wouldn't be able to find in
any other species.”

In dogs, compulsive behavior
includes tail chasing, licking
their legs until they develop
infections, and pacing and
circling - versions of normal
behaviors such as predatory
behavior, grooming, or loco-
motion taken to extremes.
Those kinds of behaviors
parallel the way that normal
human behaviors, such as
hand washing or checking
objects, can become repeti-
tive in the estimated 2.2 mil-
lion American adults affected
by OCD.

The Doberman study was
done by researchers at the
Cummings School of Veteri-
nary Medicine at Tufts Uni-
versity, the University of Mas-
sachusetts Medical School in
Worcester, and the Broad
Institute.

Scientists took samples from
92 Doberman pinschers that
displayed compulsive behav-
ior. Dogs with the disorder
compulsively suck their flanks
or blankets. Researchers also
used samples from 68 normal
dogs, and did a genome-wide

|Dog genes may hold secrets to human disease |

scan, searching for spots that
varied between the two sam-
ples.

They found a genetic hot
spot that was different in
dogs with the compulsive
behavior. The hot spot lay in
a gene called Cadherin 2,
known to be active in the
brain and in a family of genes
recently implicated in autism.

Dr. Dennis Murphy, a labora-
tory chief in the National Insti-
tute of Mental Health intramu-
ral research program, said he
is working to follow the re-
search by studying the same
gene in more than 300 pa-
tients with OCD, 400 of their
relatives, and about 600 peo-
ple without OCD.

“Identifying a specific gene
that could be a candidate
gene for a complex disorder
like OCD is a gift to have,”
Murphy said. “This might be a
quick route in to a meaningful
gene that just could be in-
volved in the human disorder,
as well.”

By Carolyn Y. Johnson

Boston Globe / January 4,
2010
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Standard Schnauzer Club
of Northern California

Come out and
Mailing Address P'lay Wi th us

1094 Glenn Common in 2010
Livermore CA. 94551-1675

Phone: 925-449-4659 Remember to

E-mail: Renew your
Secretary@stdschnauzer.com SSCNC Membership
before

April 1. 2010

Celebrating 67 years of
providing quality
Education, and Guidance

B DD We are on the Web at

Ownership of the .
Standard Schnauzer http://www.stdschnauzer.com

SSCNC RENEWAL FORM

Please fill out the below information and return this form with your $15.00 Annual Membership Dues

Dues must be received prior to April 1, 2010 or you will be dropped from the SSCNC Active Membership Roster

Mailing Address: John Michelmore * 2749 Leoleta Way * Carmichael, CA. 95608-4101
Please Make Checks Payable to: SSCNC

NAME(S):
ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:
TELEPHONE NUMBER: ALTERNATIVE NUMBER:
EMAIL:

I / We consent to having SSCNC Club Information and News sent via E-mail
I / We wish to receive SSCNC Club Information and News via U.S. Postal Service

Please contact me to help with SSCNC Club Events in 2010 Best time to Call:
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